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GEORGE F. WILL TO SPEAK AT IJSD COtv!MENC:P1ENT
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
George F. Will, winner of the 1977 Pulitzer prize for distinquished
commentary, 1.vill be the University of San Diego's CrJmmencement speaker.
Th e a f t e r n o o n c e r e mo n y f o r 3 6 5 ~" i l l b e h e l d o n 11 S DI s

\,Je s

t La l'-1 n a t

3:30 p.m. May 22.

Hill was born in 1941 in Champaign, Illinois .

.A. qraduate of

Trinity Colleqe in Hartford, Conn., he received a deqree from Oxford
University, and a Ph.D.

from Princeton University.

He tauqht oolitical

philosophy at Michiqan State University and the !Jniversit.v of Toronto.
From 1970 throuqh 1972, Will was on the staff of Sen. Gordon Allott
of Colorado, then chairman of t1e Republican Policy Committee.
1973 throuqh 1975, he was Washinqton editor of National

From

Review ma qazine.

In 1974, he beqan a syndicated newspaper column, 1'-11ich today appears in
more than 220 newspapers.
Edwin Diamond, writinq in the Columbia Journalism ~eview, called
Will's work "the freshest political analysis to appear in years."
Fellow columnist James J.

Kilpatrick called Will "a brilliant mind,

clean thinkinq, <1ood writer, not predictable, no knee-jerk tvpe.
In awarding Will

11

the Pulitzer prize, the judqes noted that he "is at

home with a wide ranqe of topics from international

relations, camoaiqns

and urban problems to the history of machine quns and the va<1aries of
the press."
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Gary F. Will USO Commencement Speaker

In 1976, Will became a contrihutinq ~ditor of Newsweek, writing
a bi-weekly column that appears on the back paqe of that maqazine.
He is a commentator for the Post-Newsweek broadcastinq stations and
appears frequently on Agronsky & Company, Meet the Press, and other
television shows.
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'Ilic University of San Diego, chartered to pursue wisdom and learning and to

advance knowledge, proudly takes a moment on this auspicious occasion to take
note of and honor one who ·has endeavored to fulfill these goals through his
lifelong pursuit of learning and its proper dissemination.
George F. Will, born in the State of Illinois, undertook his collegiate and
university studies first at Trinity College in Connecticut, then at Oxford
University, and won his doctoral degree at Princeton. The completion of these
studies did not end Mr. Will's connection with higher education and he quickly
turned to teaching political philosophy at both Michigan State University and
the University of Toronto.•
the conclusion of this phase of his contribution to the academic world,
Will embarked upon professional labors in the political sphere by serving
on the staff of Senator Gordon Allott of Colorado, In these endeavors he
continuously made common purpose with people of integrity everywhere by setting high standards of conduct for himself, through the unselfish giving of
his time and talent, and in establishing an exemplary account of work well
done and well received by his superiors, his friends, and his colleagues.
/\t

f,lr.

J~1ring Mr. Will's association with National Review magazine he began a syndicated newspaper column. This afforded him the long sought opportunity to
fulfill his dream and the dream of all who share in the life of the mind - to
inculcate truth, ideals, and wisdom on the broadest of planes, the widest of
horizons, and among a large group in the body politic. Today his colt.mm app<'ars in more than 220 newspapers, This employment of time and energy has
al ~o made him no stranger to television where he has appeared on such programs as Agronsky and Company and Meet the Press.
h1lile pursuing his career our honoree has won and maintained the admiration
w1<l respect of all those who in their lives display a similar dedication to
principle, to perseverance in the promotion of truth, to strict adherence to
the ideals that have made possible the American way of life.
limier the wi 11 of the first .Joseph Pulitzer the initial Pulitzer Prize was aw:1nled in 1917. In 1977 one of the eight awards designated for journalism

bestowed on George F. Will, for distinguished commentary. On this occasion the judges wrote that he "is at home with a wide range of topics from
international relations, campaigns and urban problems to the history of machine guns and the vagaries of the press." Mr. Will is a well-rounded rrian
sharing the depth and breadth of his insights with his fellow human beings
through the use of his pen.
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TocJ:.1y we join with others who in the past have observed the promise of
Ct·orgc F. Will and with those who in the present have seen the fruition
or that promise and, singling him out as worthy of its highest accolade,
The University of San Diego, with a sense of allowable pride, confers upon

h.irn at this solenm commencement cereroony the degree of IX)CT()R of LAWS,
honoris causa.

Chairman, Board of Trustees

President

May 22, 1977

